Size matters

If you have ever walked into a strange pub, ordered a beer and got a blank stare from the barman,
then you've probably been talking the wrong language. Evan Harding translates the jumble of terms
given to beer glasses in Australia and New Zealand.
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SCHOOMER 150z

ake a frip 1o the United States and

you'll notice they diive on the othar

siche of the road. Travel 1o Europe
gnd you might struggle with the [anguags
Travel interstate and you might have
trouble crdering 8 baes
One of the subtle differencas arownd
Sustralia and New fealand is tha differant
names and sizes of beer glasses. Order
wwhat you're used 1o and you're ikaly to
gat a blank axprassion from e Barman
of, Bven worse, a complataly diftarant
size of beer 10 whai you'd hoped
As we dedicatad bear drmkers know, this
s 8 wery serious matter. The unfortunata
who doasn’t know his meddia from his
schooner is soon axposed as a tours)
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Firre &

HALF PINT 100z

Even leaming the namas doasn’t maks
you safe because a schoonar in oné Stald
rdy e 8 weny different vessel to a
schooner in another.

Far exarmple, in Mew South \Wales, where
the schooner is most populer, the glass

measures 425ml But order & schooner in
South Australia and you'll only gat 285mil.

In Victorna, a pot 1s thea standard, aiso a1
285mil. But the sama glass is called a
‘middie” in Mew South Wales, Order a
pot and you'll be traated with sithes
contempt as an cutssdar of
condescansion as @ NEvComar,

It gets worsa. In Queensland, the same
285mi glass is called a “tan’, after its

100z wvolume, althowgh “pot”® s gananally
accapted, A1 laast in Western Australia,
the 385ml glass is called the same as in
MW = & middie = but at some of the
bagger tourest pubs 1t may 8l be called a
*half* or a "half-pint®, as the pent ganaralby
i 8 200z glass. Richard Moody of tha
Grosvenor Hotel in Penh puts this

down 1o a “strong pint cultuse” among
Dackpacikers and othaer wisiiorg.

We get a kot of tourisis here and when
pEopke ask for pols of schoonars we just
say that wee hanss hatl-pints and show them
the glass. Most will and up getting pints
because that's what they know," ha says

But we can't evan raly on a standard soe
for a pint. Ses, there is a pint, and an >
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PIMNT 200z

Imparial pint”, The impensal pint 5 the 20062

glass (570m0, but many pubs will arve
pirits 83 150z a3Smi, [ronically, an actual
ping = somewhane in betwean, at 4 75m
The ping confusion i3 one that can't even
ke soheed porosg the Tesman, Pins there
wial renge from 15 10 200z glasses, senved
7 ‘handiles’ - as the name SUppests, glass-
oz with a handle, Mesawhila, if you ask for
& handle = Aystralin vou won't 981 A oY
Yo'l gt & ammaliar hande - 8 1002 glass
Than thens i the smatier, 200m ‘butchar
Or 20 i1 is callgd in South Australia,

In Vietors and Wetern Airgrealia it i simply
& "glass’, whila in the northern states it is
called a “seven’, as in Toz. The Yoz glass
ight be on the winy o0, hovevie

“Travel to Europe and you might struggle with
the language. Travel interstate and you might
have trouble ordering a beer.

Victoria

Glass

Fot

Fint

MNew South Wales/ACT
200mL
2B5mL
425mlL
570mL

Saven
Middie
>chooner

Fint

Oueensland

200mlL
285mlL
570miL 2oz

Seven
Ten/Pot
Fint

100z

Northemn Territory
Half Pint ZESml
Pint H70mL

100z
2oz

A1 the mamant wa mainly sall tha 10 and
200z glasses. We only carry a few seven
ounce glassas for the hangful of clder
drinkars who Come in," Says MoOdy,

5 there a “right’ glags 1o drink from?

Bill Taylor, head brensear at Lion Mathan
Erfnarias Lavs some beers ane banar
drunk from cartain sina glasses

*l, a3 & brenwiar, prefer the 150z down to
the Toz glass rathes than the pint glass
which is around 2oz.” says Taylor

“The pint glass is mone suited 10 an
English style beer which has lower
carbonation and 5 génerally saned a1 a
naghar tempearatura LiﬂE'f 5 DEhEr Ind
grndllar glass 50 that thera 15 the opion of

fOF
Middie 1002
Pint 200z
South Australl
Butc 200mL
: 285mL
-‘-'I:E;.’E:-.l'r\!_
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Toz
100z
Pint 150z

Impenal Fint 0oz

Tasmania 4 ]
200mL Toz
285mlL 100z
570mlL 2oz

Glags
Ten
Pimt

Mew Zealand
Half Pint 100z
Handle 425-570mL15-200z

gatting a fresh glass. A 7-1007 glags vou
can drink while it's siill cold and frash
Taylor adds, however, that in the end it

wiill coma down to parsonal préfananons
"A lot of people preder the 10-150z glass
and just anjoy the Daar.” ha says

But da vl knoney which i3 which? Is 8
schooner the same asapot? Orisit a
pirt? |15 & pint a handle? Or is a handle the
Sarmil 45 & POt 11 Sead tha BRgwEr 1S 10
just order what wou like. You can't ahways
gat whal you wang, but '3 the baer you're
drinking, not tha glass. IUs not as hard as
drpeiniy an The othar side of the road. +
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